January 22, 2007

I move that the faculty of the Natural Sciences Department at Tacoma Community College adopt the following resolution:

Whereas the Washington Association of Community and Technical Colleges (WACTC) directed the Instructional Commission (IC) and the State Board of Community and Technical Colleges to develop and implement a plan calling for the common numbering of certain college courses offered by the community and technical colleges in the State of Washington (CCN), and

Whereas the most current version of the CCN Implementation Plan as proposed by the SBCTC CCN Steering Committee (December, 2004, rev July, 2006
) and the manner in which it was facilitated by the IC did not allow for the solicitation of broad input from a significant number of faculty;
Whereas we were not invited to formally comment on the SBCTC CCN plan until October of 2006;
Whereas significant faculty analysis of the plan has, over the past three months revealed erroneous assumptions and serious pedagogical, practical, and financial flaws in the plan;
Whereas, in our opinion, the implementation of the CCN plan will stifle the innovation of curricula, create confusion with respect toward evaluating the equivalency of non-commonly numbered courses;  require our student services staff to maintain, for an indeterminate period of time, course equivalency matrices that clearly show the equivalency of old course numbers and titles to new course numbers and titles; will increase work loads of advisors, staff, and faculty with apparently no compensation; and will result in a course transfer and articulation system that is more confusing to our students, not less; 

Whereas such an outcome is clearly inconsistent with the legislative intent of Substitute House Bill 2382;   
Be it resolved, 

The faculty of the Natural Sciences Department at Tacoma Community College oppose the implementation of the Common Course Numbering plan currently proposed by the SBCTC for implementation by the community and technical colleges in the State of Washington (December 3, 2004, updated July, 2006).   
Morever, we encourage the WACTC, the IC, and the SBCTC to abandon the CCN plan and redirect their collective support and resources toward working with the HECB to implement, in it’s stead, a centralized, web-based course transfer and applicability system for our students that is based on internal equivalency numbers (a “cross-walking” system) rather than the literal common numbering of courses in the public colleges and universities in the State of Washington.
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