Faculty Senate, North Seattle Community College


October 16, 2007

Whereas the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges (SBCTC) has embarked on a program to institute a change in the course numbering system at all 34 community colleges in the state, and

Whereas the plan developed by the SBCTC, titled the “Common Course Numbering (CCN) Description” (found at http://www.sbctc.ctc.edu/Education/feasibilitystudyfinal_27may04.asp), will involve the renumbering of nearly 200 courses offered by North Seattle Community College, and

Whereas the implementation was agreed upon by no faculty members at any Washington state community college, but rather by a nebulous “workgroup” convened by the SBCTC (and whose membership roster is a broken link on the SBCTC site), and the implementation is being carried forth by task groups also convened by the SBCTC (see attachment 1 for a list of each task group’s chair), and

Whereas the assertion in the SBCTC’s justification for this plan that “Today, it is common [emphasis added] for two-year college students to complete their academic or technical degrees and technical certificates with credits from multiple institutions” is not documented, nor is evidence for the assertion provided, and

Whereas four-year institutions will not be participating in this plan, since they already have either course articulation or course equivalency in place (for instance, the University of Washington’s equivalency guide for all 34 community colleges is found at http://admit.washington.edu/BeforeYouApply/Transfer/Plan/EquivalencyGuide), and
Whereas the timeline for implementation of this plan is no later than Summer Quarter 2008, giving very little time for the revision of course outlines, and, indeed, discussion over the wisdom of renumbering some of these courses, and

Whereas North Seattle Community College is itself in a time of fiscal crisis and this plan will require a significant expenditure in order to update computer systems and databases and in order to update course outlines, and for which no money has been budgeted by the college, District or Legislature, and

Whereas some basic problems this plan generates for science lab classes, such as “Though the CCN Description for General Chemistry mandates that sequence to have separate lecture and lab courses, at North Seattle Community College, we have never done so for both practical and pedagogical reasons; does this mean that we will have to split the course we currently have and thus have to deal with a workload, as well as staffing, problem?” (question from a faculty member), have not been addressed, and

Whereas if questions such as the above are not addressed, there will be the potential for multiple violations of labor agreements at the community colleges over faculty workload and staffing, and

Whereas there is concern that the common course numbering will also evolve into common course descriptions, including specific content, which will undercut the notion of academic freedom, specifically, the ability of faculty members at each college to teach the competencies of their particular field as they see fit,

We, the Faculty Senate of North Seattle Community College, resolve:

That the SBCTC abandon its current effort to create a common course numbering system

and 

Should such a change in course numbering be considered in the future, that faculty representatives from all of the community colleges be solicited in the planning stages.

