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BCCAHE Resolution Concerning the SBCTC Common Course Numbering Project

Background:

The Washington State legislature has mandated that a “state-wide system of course equivalencies” be created.  The intent of these legislative bills was to define equivalencies between two-year and four-year institutions.  However, based on the recommendations of a committee of community and technical college (CTC) administrators, as well as personnel from the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges, the CTC Presidents and Vice Presidents of Instruction have decided to define equivalent courses among the CTCs only, without the cooperation of the four-year institutions.  Further, they have taken the added step of changing to a “common course number” (CCN) system, which will require the names/numbers of all courses on all CTC campuses deemed “equivalent” to be changed to new common names and numbers. 

Although faculty on some campuses have received information about this project, faculty on other campuses are first hearing about the CCN plan when they receive the list that tells them specifically what their courses’ new names and numbers will be.  Identifying common courses has proceeded with no systematic statewide faculty input, the group best qualified to deem two courses equivalent. Consequently, we have no confidence in the current system of identifying equivalent courses. 

Further, we strongly oppose the change to a common course numbering system.  Common course numbering, especially without the four-year baccalaureate institutions cooperating, will not address articulation transfer problems in any meaningful way, but will result in a decade’s worth of chaos for transitioning students who must deal with a combination of courses taken under the college’s original course numbering system with the changed numbers mandated by the CCN project.  Explaining these changes in a meaningful and effective way to students will require tremendous CTC staff efforts. This exactly counters another of the legislature’s recent concerns – lingering students.  

There are excellent alternatives to CCN, such as developing a secondary set of articulation numbers for our courses (as California did) or by technological means such as the project currently being piloted by the Higher Education Coordinating Board and the University of Washington. BCC is participant in this pilot project.

The Bellevue Community College Association of Higher Education Faculty resolves that:

· The CTCs abandon efforts to create a common course numbering system.

· The current state-board-supervised program of determining equivalent courses stop. 
· A new process to determine equivalent courses be devised, based around groups of CTC faculty. 

· A systematic effort be made to inform CTC faculty all across the state of this project.

· Faculty on every CTC campus be given the clear option of participating in the process.

· These faculty groups will review and modify lists of equivalent courses already created.

· The CTCs pursue alternative solutions to communicate course equivalencies once they are determined.

By unanimous vote of the Bellevue Community College Faculty

September 11, 2006
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